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Executive Summary 

Introduction 

This study, conducted through the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) Postsecondary 
Education Quick Information System (PEQIS), was designed to provide current national estimates on 
distance education at 2-year and 4-year Title N-eligible, degree-granting institutions. Distance education 
was defined for this study as education or training courses delivered to remote (off-campus) sites via 
audio, video (live or prerecorded), or computer technologies, including both synchronous (i.e., 
simultaneous) and asynchronous (i.e., not simultaneous) instruction. 

Key Findings 

The PEQIS survey provides national estimates for the 2000-2001 academic year on the number 
and proportion of institutions offering distance education courses, distance education enrollments and 
course offerings, degree and certificate programs, distance education technologies, participation in 
distance education consortia, accommodations for students with disabilities, distance education program 
goals, and factors institutions identify as keeping them from starting or expanding distance education 
offerings. 

Institutions Offering Distance Education Courses 

During the 12-month 2000-2001 academic year, 56 percent (2,320) of all 2-year and 4-year Title 
N-eligible, degree-granting institutions offered distance education courses for any level or audience, (i.e., 
courses designed for all types of students, including elementary and secondary, college, adult education, 
continuing and professional education, etc.) (figure 1 and table 1). Twelve percent of all institutions 
indicated that they planned to start offering distance education courses in the next 3 years; 3 1 percent did 
not offer distance education courses in 2000-2001 and did not plan to offer these types of courses in the 
next 3 years. 

Public institutions were more likely to offer distance education courses than were private 
institutions. In 2000-2001, 90 percent of public 2-year and 89 percent of public 4-year institutions 
offered distance education courses, compared with 16 percent of private 2-year and 40 percent of private 
4-year institutions (table 1). 

College-level, credit-granting distance education courses at either the undergraduate or 
graduate/first-professional level were offered by 55 percent of all 2-year and 4-year institutions (table 3). 
College-level , credit-granting distance education courses were offered at the undergraduate level by 48 
percent of all institutions, and at the graduate level by 22 percent of all institutions. 
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Fifty-two percent of institutions that had undergraduate programs offered credit-granting distance 
education courses at the undergraduate level (table 3).’ Further, college-level, credit-granting distance 
education courses were offered at the graduate/first-professional level by 52 percent of institutions that 
had graduate/first-professional programs (table 3). 

Distance Education Enrollments and Course Offerings 

In the 12-month 2000-2001 academic year, there were an estimated 3,077,000 enrollments in all 
distance education courses offered by 2-year and 4-year institutions (table 4). There were an estimated 
2,876,000 enrollments in college-level, credit-granting distance education courses, with 82 percent of 
these at the undergraduate level (figure 2). 

Consistent with the distributions of the percentage of institutions that offered distance education 
courses, most of the distance education course enrollments were in public 2-year and public 4-year 
institutions. Public 2-year institutions had the greatest number of enrollments in distance education 
courses, with 1,472,000 out of 3,077,000, or 48 percent of the total enrollments in distance education 
(figure 3 and table 4). Public 4-year institutions had 945,000 enrollments (31 percent of the total), and 
private 4-year institutions had 589,000 enrollments (19 percent of the total).2 

About a quarter (22 percent) of institutions that offered distance education in 2000-2001 had 100 
or fewer distance education enrollments, and 30 percent had 101 to 500 enrollments (figure 4 and table 5) .  
In addition, 16 percent had 501 to 1,000 enrollments, 17 percent reported enrollments of 1,001 to 2,500, 
and 15 percent reported more than 2,500 enrollments for the 2000-2001 academic year. 

An estimated 127,400 different distance education courses for any level or audience were offered 
by 2- and 4-year institutions during the 12-month 2000-2001 academic year (table 6). An estimated 
1 18,100 different college-level, credit-granting distance education courses were offered, with 76 percent 
at the undergraduate level. 

Of the institutions that offered distance education courses in 2000-2001, about a quarter (27 
percent) offered 10 or fewer courses, and 25 percent offered 11 to 30 courses (figure 5 and table 7). In 
addition, 15 percent of the institutions offered 31 to 50 courses, 19 percent offered 51 to 100 courses, and 
15 percent offered more than 100 distance education courses. 

Degree and Certificate Programs 

Among all 2- and 4-year institutions in 2000-200 1 , 19 percent had degree or certificate programs 
designed to be completed totally through distance education (table 8). Among the 56 percent of 
institutions that offered distance education courses, 34 percent had degree or certificate programs 
designed to be completed totally through distance education. Institutions were more likely to offer 

I Institutions can be characterized by whether they have any undergraduate programs or graduatdfirst-professional programs (either on campus or 
distance education). These programs are identified by the 2000 Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System, “Institutional Characteristics 
Survey” (IPEDS-IC:2000). These programs, as identified by IPEDS, should not be confused with the level of distance education course 
offerings. Of the estimated 4,130 Title IV degree-granting institutions at the 2-year or 4-year level, 3,810 institutions have undergraduate 
programs, and 1,700 have graduatelfirst-professional programs; 1,380 of the institutions have programs at both levels. 

Data for private 2-year institutions are not reported in a separate category because too few private 2-year institutions in the sample offered 
distance education Courses in 2900-2001 to make re!iab!e es!im!es. Data f ~ r  private 2-ye2r ir?s!i!u!icns Ire irrc!uded ir? !he tcta!s 2nd i:: 
analyses by other institutional characteristics. 
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distance education degree programs than certificate programs. Among the institutions that offered 
distance education courses in 2000-2001, 30 percent offered degree programs and 16 percent offered 
certificate programs (table 8). 

Among institutions that offered distance education courses, public 4-year institutions were most 
likely (48 percent) to offer degree programs designed to be completed totally through distance education, 
followed by private 4-year institutions (33 percent) and public 2-year institutions (20 percent) (table 8). 
With regard to certificate programs, 25 percent of public 4-year institutions that offered distance 
education courses had certificate programs designed to be completed totally through distance education, 
compared with 15 percent of public 2-year and 14 percent of private 4-year institutions. 

Distance Education Technologies 

The Internet and two video technologies were most often used as primary modes of instructional 
delivery for distance education courses by institutions during the 12-month 2000-200 1 academic year. 
Among institutions offering distance education courses, the majority (90 percent) reported that they 
offered Internet courses using asynchronous computer-based instruction (table 10). In addition, 43 percent 
of institutions that offered distance education courses offered Internet courses using synchronous 
computer-based instruction, 51 percent used two-way video with two-way audio, and 41 percent used 
one-way prerecorded video as a primary mode of instructional delivery for distance education  course^.^ 
Further, of the institutions offering distance education courses, 29 percent used CD-ROM as a primary 
mode of instructional delivery and 19 percent used multi-mode packages. 

Of the institutions that offered distance education courses in 2000-2001 or that planned to offer 
distance education courses in the next 3 years, 88 percent indicated plans to start using or increase the 
number of Internet courses using asynchronous computer-based instruction as a primary mode of 
instructional delivery for distance education courses (table 11). In addition, 62 percent of institutions 
indicated that they planned to start using or increase the number of Internet courses using synchronous 
computer-based instruction as a primary mode of instructional delivery, 40 percent planned to start using 
or increase the number of courses using two-way video with two-way audio, 39 percent planned to start 
using or increase the number of courses using CD-ROMs, and 31 percent planned to start using or 
increase the number of courses using multi-mode packages. About a quarter (23 percent) planned to start 
using or increase the number of courses using one-way prerecorded video. 

Participation in Distance Education Consortia 

Among the institutions that offered distance education in 2000-2001, 60 percent participated in 
some type of distance education consortium (figure 6 and table 13). Of those institutions that participated 
in a distance education consortium, 75 percent indicated that they participated in a state consortium, 50 
percent in a system consortium (a consortium within a single university system or community college 
district), 27 percent in a regional consortium, 14 percent in a national consortium, and 4 percent in an 
international consortium. 

Public 2-year institutions were more likely than either public or private 4-year institutions to 
Eighty-three percent of public 2-year participate in some type of distance education consortium. 

' Percentages sum to more than 100 because institutions could use different types of technologies as primary modes of instructional delivery for 
different distance education courses. 



institutions reported that they participated in a consortium, compared with 68 percent of public 4-year 
institutions and 25 percent of private 4-year institutions (table 13). 

Accommodations for Students With Disabilities 

Of the 2- and 4-year institutions that offered distance education courses in 2000-2001, 45 percent 
had occasionally received requests in the last 3 years to provide accommodations in distance education 
courses for students with disabilities, 37 percent reported never receiving this type of request, 15 percent 
did not h o w  if they had received requests for accommodations in the last 3 years, and 3 percent received 
requests frequently (table 14). 

Almost all (95 percent) 2- and 4-year institutions that offered distance education courses in 2000- 
2001 indicated that they had used web sites for their distance education courses (table 15). Of the 
institutions that had used web sites for distance education courses, 18 percent indicated that they followed 
established accessibility guidelines or recommendations for users with disabilities to a major extent, 28 
percent followed the guidelines to a moderate extent, 18 percent followed the guidelines to a minor 
extent, 3 percent did not follow the guidelines at all, and 33 percent did not know if the web sites 
followed accessibility guidelines. 

Distance Education Program Goals 

Of those institutions that offered distance education courses in 2000-200 1 , a majority reported that 
increasing student access in various ways was a very important goal of their institution’s distance 
education program. Sixty-nine percent of the institutions indicated that increasing student access by 
making courses available at convenient locations was very important, and 67 percent reported that 
increasing student access by reducing time constraints for course-taking was very important (table 16). In 
addition, 36 percent reported that making educational opportunities more affordable for students, another 
aspect of student access, was a very important goal of their distance education program. 

On issues related to institutional enrollment and cost, 65 percent of institutions offering distance 
education indicated that increasing the institution’s access to new audiences was very important, 60 
percent reported that increasing institution enrollments was very important, and 15 percent reported that 
reducing the institution’s per-student costs was very important (table 16). In addition, improving the 
quality of course offerings was considered to be an important goal for 57 percent of the institutions, and 
meeting the needs of local employers was rated as very important by 37 percent of the institutions. 

In general, institutions reported that most of the goals they considered to be important for their 
distance education programs were being met to a moderate or major extent. Increasing student access by 
making courses available at convenient locations was reported to have been met to a major extent by 37 
percent of institutions that considered it an important goal, and increasing student access by reducing time 
constraints for course-talung was reported to have been met to a major extent by 32 percent of institutions 
that considered it an important goal (table 16). 

Institutions that reported that a particular goal was very important to their distance education 
program more often indicated that the goal had been met to a major extent compared with institutions that 
reported the goal as somewhat important, while institutions that reported a goal as somewhat important 
more frequently indicated that the goal had been met to a minor extent compared with institutions that 
rated the goal as very important (table 18). 
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Factors That Keep Institutions From Starting or Expanding Distance Education Offerings 

All institutions, including those with no hture plans to offer distance education courses, were 
asked to rate the extent to which each of 15 factors was keeping them from starting or expanding their 
distance education course offerings. The response categories were “not at all,” “minor extent,” “moderate 
extent,” and “major extent.” Institutions did not consider most of the factors listed to be keeping them 
from starting or expanding their distance education course offerings. However, 26 percent of institutions 
reported that program development costs kept their institution from starting or expanding their distance 
education course offerings to a major extent (table 19). 

Whether an institution offered distance education courses, or whether the institution planned to 
offer these courses in the next 3 years, was related to whether some factors were perceived to be keeping 
institutions from starting or expanding their distance education course offerings to a major extent. For 
institutions that did not plan to offer distance education in the next 3 years, factors perceived as keeping 
these institutions from starting distance education to a major extent included lack of fit with the 
institution’s mission (44 percent), program development costs (33 percent), concerns about course quality 
(26 percent), limited technological infrastructure to support distance education (24 percent), and lack of 
perceived need (22 percent) (table 20). Except for program development costs, these factors were 
generally not perceived to be limiting the expansion of distance education courses to a major extent for 
institutions that offered distance education in 2000-200 1. 
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Introduction 

This report presents data from a nationally representative survey on distance education at degree- 
granting postsecondary institutions undertaken by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). 
The data provide national estimates on the status of distance education in 2000-2001, including 
information about institutions offering distance education, enrollment and course offerings, degree and 
certificate programs, and distance education technologies. In addition, institutions were asked to report 
on program goals, factors keeping institutions from starting or expanding their distance education 
programs, participation in distance education consortia, and information on issues related to 
accommodations for students with disabilities. 

This is the third survey of its kind undertaken by NCES. The previous two studies-Distance 
Education in Higher Education Institutions (Lewis, Alexander, and Fams 1997), which collected 
information for 1994-95, and Distance Education at Postsecondary Institutions: 1997-98 (Lewis et al. 
1999)-looked at slightly different populations. While many of the topics in this report are the same as 
those in the two previous reports, the data from the three surveys are not completely comparable because 
of the differences in the populations used for the studies.’ 

Distance education was defined for this study as education or training courses delivered to remote 
(off-campus) sites via audio, video (live or prerecorded), or computer technologies, including both 
synchronous (i.e., simultaneous) and asynchronous (i.e., not simultaneous) instruction. The following 
types of courses were not included in this study: (1) courses conducted exclusively on campus; (2) 
courses conducted exclusively via written correspondence; and (3) courses in which the instructor 
traveled to a remote site to deliver instruction in person. However, distance education courses may 
include a small amount of on-campus course or lab work, on-campus exams, or occasional on-campus 
meetings. 

The survey was conducted by NCES in the spring of 2002 using the Postsecondary Education 
Quick Information System (PEQIS). PEQIS is a survey system designed to collect small amounts of 
issue-oriented data from a previously recruited, nationally representative sample of institutions, with 
minimal burden on respondents and within a relatively short period of time. Questionnaires were mailed 
to PEQIS survey coordinators at approximately 1,600 postsecondary institutions in the 50 states and the 
District of Columbia. Coordinators were informed that the survey was designed to be completed by the 
person(s) at the institution most knowledgeable about the institution’s distance education course 
offerings. The unweighted survey response rate was 94 percent; the weighted response rate was also 94 
percent. Data were adjusted for questionnaire nonresponse and weighted to yield national estimates that 
represent all Title IV-eligible, degree-granting institutions in the United States.’ Detailed information 

’ The sample for the first distance education survey consisted of 2-year and 4-year higher education institutions in the 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, and Puerto Rico. At the time, NCES defined higher education institutions as institutions that are accredited at the college level by an 
agency recognized by the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education. Higher education institutions are a subset of all postsecondary 
institutions. The sample for the second distance education survey consisted of 2-year and 4-year postsecondary institutions (both higher 
education and other postsecondary institutions) in the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The third survey was sent to 2-year and 4-year 
Title IV-eligible, degree-granting institutions in the 50 states and the District of Columbia. This change was necessary because of the way 
NCES now categorizes postsecondary institutions. The sample for the third survey is discussed in more detail in the survey methodology 
presented in appendix A. 

Institutions participating in Title IV federal student financial aid programs (such as Pel1 grants or Stafford loans) are accredited by an agency or 
organization recognized by the U.S. Department of Education, have a program of over 300 clock hours or 8 credit hours, have been in business 
for at least 2 years, and have a signed Program Participation Agreement with the Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE), U.S. Department of 
Education. Degree-granting institutions are those that offer an associate’s, bachelor’s, master’s, doctor’s, or first-professional degree (Knapp et 
al. 2001). 



about the survey methodology is provided in appendix A, and the questionnaire can be found in appendix 
B. 

Ln addition to national estimates, selected findings are presented by the following institutional 
characteristics: 

0 Lnstitutional type: public 2-year, private 2-year, public 4-year, and private 4-year. Institutional 
type was created from a combination of level (2-year and 4-year) and control (public and 
private). Two-year institutions are defined as institutions at which the highest level of offering 
is at least 2 but less than 4 years (below the baccalaureate degree); 4-year institutions are those 
at which the highest level of offering is 4 or more years (baccalaureate or higher degree). 
Private institutions comprise private nonprofit and private for-profit institutions; these 
institutions are reported together because there are too few private for-profit institutions in the 
survey sample to report them as a separate category. 

0 Size of institution: less than 3,000 students (small); 3,000 to 9,999 students (medium); and 
10,000 or more students (large). 

All specific statements of comparisons made in this report have been tested for statistical 
significance using t-tests adjusted for multiple comparisons and are significant at the 95 percent 
confidence level or better. However, not all significant comparisons have been presented in this report. 
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Selected Findings 

This report presents key findings from the survey Distance Education at Higher Education 
Institutions: 2000-2001. The findings are organized as follows: 

institutions offering distance education courses; 

enrollments and course offerings; 

degree and certificate programs; 

distance education technologies; 

participation in distance education consortia; 

accommodations for students with disabilities; 

distance education program goals; and 

factors keeping institutions from starting or expanding distance education offerings. 

Institutions Offering Distance Education Courses 

Institutions indicated whether they offered any distance education courses during the 12-month 
2000-2001 academic year. Institutions that did not offer distance education indicated whether they 
planned to offer distance education in the next 3 years (2001-02 through 2003-04), and whether they had 
offered any distance education in the previous 5 years (1995-2000). In addition, all institutions indicated 
whether they offered any distance education courses during the 2001-02 academic year (i.e., the year of 
the survey administration). 

Fifty-six percent of all 2-year and 4-year Title IV-eligible, degree-granting institutions offered 
distance education courses in 2000-200 1, representing an estimated 2,320 institutions (figure 1 
and table 1). Twelve percent of all institutions indicated that they planned to start offering 
distance education courses in the next 3 years, and 31 percent of the institutions did not offer 
distance education courses in 2000-2001 and did not plan to offer these types of courses in the 
next 3 years. 

Public institutions were more likely than private institutions to offer distance education courses 
in 2000-2001 (table 1). Ninety percent of public 2-year and 89 percent of public 4-year 
institutions offered distance education courses, compared with 16 percent of private 2-year and 
40 percent of private 4-year institutions. 

Among private institutions, 23 percent of private 2-year and 16 percent of private 4-year 
institutions planned to start offering distance education in the next 3 years; 62 percent of 
private 2-year and 44 percent of private 4-year institutions reported that they do not plan to 
start offering distance education courses in the next 3 years (table 1). 

Large and medium-sized institutions were more likely than small institutions to offer distance 
education courses (95 and 88 percent vs. 41 percent, respectively) (table 1). Forty-three percent 
of small institutions reported that they did not offer distance education courses in 2000-2001 
and did not have plans to start offering distance education courses in the next 3 years. 



0 Fifty-nine percent of all the institutions indicated that they offered distance education courses 
in the 2001-02 academic year (i.e., the year of the survey administration) (table 2), an increase 
of 3 percentage points fiom the previous year. Five percent of institutions that did not offer 
distance education courses in 2000-2001 indicated that they had offered these courses within 
the previous 5 years (1 995-2000).3 

Figure 1. Percentage distribution of 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree-granting institutions, 
by distance education program status: 2000-2001 

D 

Offered distance 
education courses 

in 2000-2001 
56% 

12% 

NOTE: Percentages are based on the estimated 4,130 2-year and 4-year Title IV-eligible, degree-granting institutions in the nation. Detail may 
not sum to totals because of rounding. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 2000-2001,” 2002. 

Type and Level of Distance Education Offerings 

Institutions indicated what type of distance education courses they offered and at what level these 
courses were offered in 2000-2001. Distance education courses for all levels and audiences include 
courses designed for all types of students, including elementary and secondary, college, adult education, 
continuing and professional education, etc. College-level, credit-granting courses include only courses 
designed for college students at the undergraduate or graduatelfirst-professional level: and for which 
college credits are awarded for completion. 

0 Among all 2- and 4-year institutions, 56 percent offered distance education courses for any 
level or audience (tables 1 and 3). Distance education courses for any level or audience were 

’ Data not shown in tables (standard error = 0.9). 

‘ First-professional degrees are awarded after completion of the academic requirements to begin practice in the following professions: 
chiropractic (D.C. or D.C.M.); dentistry (D.D.S. or D.M.D.); law (L.L.B. or J.D.); medicine (M.D.); optometry (O.D.); osteopathic medicine 
(D.O.); pharmacy (Pharm. D.); podiatry (D.P.M., D.P., or Pod. D.); theology (M. Div., M.H.L., B.D., or Ordination); or veterinary medicine 
(E.V.S<.) (Siapp c; a:. 233;). 
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offered by 57 percent of institutions with undergraduate programs, and by 63 percent of 
institutions with graduate programs (table 3).5 

Institutions that offered distance education courses for any level or audience also tended to 
offer college-level, credit-granting distance education courses. Thus, 55 percent of all 2- and 
4-year institutions offered college-level, credit-granting distance education courses at either the 
undergraduate or graduate/first-professional level (table 3). College-level, credit-granting 
distance education courses at either level were offered by 5 7  percent of institutions that had 
any undergraduate programs, and by 62 percent of institutions that had any graduate/first- 
professional programs. 

College-level, credit-granting distance education courses were offered at the undergraduate 
level by 48 percent of all institutions, by 52 percent of the institutions that had undergraduate 
programs, and by 44 percent of the institutions that had graduatehrst-professional programs 
(table 3). 

College-level, credit-granting distance education courses were offered at the graduate/first- 
professional level by 22 percent of all institutions (table 3). Distance education courses at this 
level were offered by 20 percent of institutions that had undergraduate programs, and by 52 
percent of institutions that had graduate/first-professional programs. 

0 

0 

0 

Enrollments and Course Offerings 

Institutions were asked about the number of distance education enrollments and course offerings 
during the 12-month 2000-2001 academic year. Institutions reported the number of distance education 
courses and enrollments for all levels and audiences, the number of courses and enrollments for all 
college-level, credit-granting courses, and the number of courses and enrollments at the undergraduate 
and graduate/first-professional levels. 

Enrollment in Distance Education Courses 

Institutions reported the total enrollment in all distance education courses and the enrollment in 
college-level, credit-granting distance education courses, both overall and by course level (i.e., 
undergraduate or graduate/first-professional). If a student was enrolled in multiple courses, institutions 
were inshcted to count the student for each course in which he or she was enrolled. Thus, enrollments 
may include duplicated counts of students. 

’ Institutions can be characterized by whether they have any undergraduate programs or graduatdfirst-professional programs (either on campus or 
distance education). These programs are identified by the 2000 Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System, “Institutional Characteristics 

’ Survey” (IPEDS-IC:2000). These programs, as identified by IPEDS, should not be confused with the level of distance education course 
offerings. Of the estimated 4,130 Title N degree-granting institutions at the 2-year or 4-year level, 3,810 institutions have undergraduate 
programs, and 1,700 have graduatelfirst-professional programs; 1,380 of the institutions have programs at both levels. 
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0 In the 12-month 2000-2001 academic year, there were an estimated 3,077,000 enrollments in 
all distance education courses offered by 2- and 4-year institutions (table 4).6 There were an 
estimated 2,876,000 enrollments in college-level, credit-granting distance education courses, 
with 82 percent of these at the undergraduate level (figure 2 and table 4). 

Figure 2. Percentage distribution of enrollment in college-level, credit-granting distance education 
courses in 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree-granting institutions, by level of course 
offerings: 2000-2001 

Enrollments in 
waduatekrst- 
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lfessional courses 
18% 

Enrollments in 
undergraduate 

courses’ 
82% 

‘Percent based on the 2,350,000 enrollments in undergraduate distance education courses out of 2,876,000 total enrollments in college-level, 
credit-granting distance education courses. 
’Percent based on the 510,000 enrollments in graduate/first-professional distance education courses out of 2,876,000 total enrollments in college- 
level, credit-granting distance education courses. 
NOTE: Enrollments may include duplicated counts of students, since institutions were instructed to count a student enrolled in multiple courses 
for each course in which he or she was enrolled. Figure derived from data in table 4. Enrollments in undergraduate and graduatelfirst- 
professional distance education courses do not sum to the total enrollment because of rounding and missing data. (See appendix A for details.) 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 200G2001,” 2002. 

To put these numbers into context, NCES estimates that there were 15.3 million students enrolled in 2- and 4-year degree-granting 
postsecondary education institutions in fall 2000. It is important to remember that the distance education enrollments collected in the PEQIS 
suryey may include duplicated counts of students, while the NCES estimate of 15.3 million students enrolled is an unduplicated count of 
students. Information about total course enrollments at postsecondary institutions is not available for comparison to the PEQIS distance 
education course enrollments (US.  Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education 
Data System jiPEDSj, spring 2001. Available: http://www.nces.ed.gov/quicktables/). 
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Consistent with the distributions of institutions that offered distance education courses, most of 
the distance education course enrollments were in public 2-year and public 4-year institutions. 
Public 2-year institutions had the greatest number of enrollments in distance education courses, 
with 48 percent of the total enrollments in distance education (figure 3 and table 4). Public 4- 
year institutions had 31 percent of the total, and private 4-year institutions had 19 percent of 
the total.’ This distribution by institutional type was similar for the number of distance 
education course enrollments in all college-level, credit-granting courses, and for distance 
education course enrollments at the undergraduate level. At the graduatelfirst-professional 
level, public 4-year institutions had a larger number of enrollments than did private 4lyear 
institutions (60 percent compared with 40 percent). 

Figure 3. Percentage distribution of enrollment in all distance education courses in 2-year and 4- 
year Title IV degree-granting institutions, by institutional type:’ 2000-2001 

Private 4-year 
institutions4 / 
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f 
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institutions3 
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Public 2-year 
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‘Data for private 2-year institutions are not reported in a separate category because too few private 2-year institutions in the sample offered 
distance education courses in 2000-2001 to make reliable estimates. 

2Percent based on the 1,472,000 enrollments in distance education courses in public 2-year institutions, out of 3,077,000 total enrollments in all 
distance education courses. 

’Percent based on the 945,000 enrollments in distance education courses in public 4-year institutions, out of 3,077,000 total enrollments in all 
distance education courses. 

‘Percent based on the 589,000 enrollments in distance education courses in private 4-year institutions, out of 3,077,000 total enrollments in all 
distance education courses. 

NOTE: Enrollments may include duplicated counts of students, since institutions were instructed to count a student enrolled in multiple courses 
for each course in which he or she was enrolled. Figure derived from data in table 4. Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding, missing 
data, or because too few cases were reported for a reliable estimate for private 2-year institutions. (See appendix A for details.) 

SOURCE: US. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 2000-2001 ,” 2002. 

’ Data for private 2-year institutions are not reported in a separate category because too few private 2-year institutions in the sample offered 
distance education courses in 2000-2001 to make reliable estimates. Data for private 2-year institutions are included in the totals and in 
analyses by other institutional characteristics. 



About half of the institutions that offered distance education courses in 2000-2001 had 500 or 
fewer enrollments in those courses; 22 percent had 100 or fewer enrollments (figure 4 and table 
5 ) .  The distribution is similar for enrollments in college-level, credit-granting distance 
education courses. 

Figure 4. Percentage distribution of 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree-granting institutions 
offering distance education courses, by enrollment in distance education courses and 
type of distance education course: 2000-2001 
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‘One percent of the institutions that offered distance education courses did not offer college-level, credit-granting distance education courses. 
NOTE: Percentages are based on the estimated 2,320 institutions that offered any distance education courses in 200Ck2001. Enrollments may 
include duplicated counts of students, since institutions were instructed to count a student enrolled in multiple courses for each course in which he 
or she was enrolled. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 2000-2001,” 2002. 

Number of Distance Education Courses 

Institutions reported the total number of different distance education courses and the total number 
of different college-level, credit-granting distance education courses, both overall and by course level 
(i.e., undergraduate or graduate/first-professional). If a course had multiple sections or was offered 
multiple times during the academic year, institutions were instructed to count it as only one course. 

0 An estimated 127,400 different distance education courses for any level or audience were 
offered by 2- and 4-year institutions during the 12-month 2000-2001 academic year (table 6).  
An estimated 1 18,100 different college-level, credit-granting distance education courses were 
offered, with most (76 percent) at the undergraduate level. 

Consistent with the distributions of institutions that offered distance education courses and the 
enrollments in these courses, most of the distance education courses were offered by public 2- 
and 4-year institutions. Public 2-year institutions offered the greatest number of distance 
education courses, with 55,900 out of 127,400 courses, or 44 percent of the total number of 
distance education courses (table 6). Public 4-year institutions offered 43,100 comes (34 
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percent of the total), and private 4-year institutions offered 26,500 courses (21 percent of the 
total).* This pattern of variation by institutional type was also similar for all college-level, 
credit-granting distance education courses and for courses at the undergraduate level. Public 4- 
year institutions offered more different distance education courses at the graduatejfirst- 
professional level than did private 4-year institutions (17,600 compared with 9,800). 

0 About half of the institutions that offered distance education courses in the 2000-2001 
academic year offered 30 or fewer distance education courses; 27 percent offered 10 or fewer 
courses, and 25 percent offered 1 1  to 30 courses (figure 5 and table 7). The distnbution is 
similar for the number of college-level, credit-granting courses. 

Figure 5. Percentage distribution of 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree-granting institutions 
offering distance education courses, by the number of distance education courses 
offered and type of distance education course: 2000-2001 
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‘One percent of the institutions that offered any distance education courses did not offer college-level, credit-granting distance education courses. 

NOTE: Percentages are based on the estimated 2,320 institutions that offered any distance education courses in 2000-2001. If a course had 
multiple sections or was offered multiple times during the academic year, institutions were instructed to count it as only one course. Detail may 
not sum to totals because of rounding. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions. 2000-2001.” 2002. 

Degree and Certificate Programs 

Institutions indicated whether they offered undergraduate and graduatehirst-professional degree or 
certificate programs designed to be completed totally through distance education, and the number of such 

Data for private 2-year institutions are not reported in a separate category because too few private 2-year institutions in the sample offered 
distance education courses in 2000-2001 to make reliable estimates. Data for private 2-year institutions are included in the totals and in 
analyses by other institutional characteristics. Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding, missing data, or because too few cases were 
reported for a reliable estimate for private 2-year institutions. (See appendix A for details.) 
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programs that they offered during the 2000-2001 academic year.’ Respondents were instructed to include 
mly degree or certificate programs based on credit-granting courses. 

[nstitutions Offering Degree and Certificate Programs 

0 In 2000-2001, 19 percent of all 2- and 4-year institutions had degree or certificate programs 
designed to be completed totally through distance education (table 8). Among the 56 percent 
of institutions that offered distance education courses, 34 percent had degree or certificate 
programs designed to be completed totally through distance education. 

Institutions were more likely to offer distance education degree programs than certificate 
programs. Among the institutions that offered distance education courses in 2000-2001, 30 
percent offered degree programs and 16 percent offered certificate programs designed to be 
completed totally through distance education (table 8). Among the institutions that had 
undergraduate programs of any type and offered distance education courses, 2 1 percent offered 
undergraduate degree programs through distance education, and 12 percent offered 
undergraduate certificate programs through distance education. Among the institutions that 
had any graduate programs and offered distance education, 35 percent offered graduate/first- 
professional degree programs through distance education, and 13 percent offered graduate/first- 
professional certificate programs through distance education. 

Among institutions that offered distance education courses, public 4-year institutions were 
more likely to offer degree programs designed to be completed through distance education than 
private 4-year institutions, which in turn were more likely to offer these type of degree 
programs than public 2-year institutions (48 percent, 33 percent, and 20 percent, respectively) 
(table 8). With regard to certificate programs, 25 percent of public 4-year institutions that 
offered distance education courses had certificate programs designed to be completed totally 
through distance education, compared with 15 percent of public 2-year and 14 percent of 
private 4-year institutions. 

Among institutions offering distance education courses, large institutions were more likely to 
offer degree programs designed to be completed totally through distance education than were 
medium-sized institutions, which in turn were more likely to offer them than were small 
institutions (47 percent, 34 percent, and 22 percent, respectively) (table 8). Further, large 
institutions offering distance education courses more often reported that they offered certificate 
programs designed to be completed totally through distance education than did either medium- 
sized or small institutions (30 percent compared with 14 and 12 percent, respectively). 

0 

Number of Degree and Certificate Programs 

In 2000-2001, 2- and 4-year institutions offered an estimated 2,810 college-level degree 
programs that were designed to be completed totally through distance education (table 9). Of 
these, 1,570 (56 percent) were undergraduate degree programs and 1,240 (44 percent) were 
graduate/first-professional degree programs. 

Degree programs are programs that offer an associate’s, bachelor’s, master’s, doctor’s, or first-professional degree. College-level certificate 
programs are programs that offer post-baccalaureate, post-master’s, or first-professional certificates, or certificates of at least 2 but less than 4 
years in length (Knapp et al. 2001). Examples of these types of certificate programs include a post-baccalaureate certificate in special education 
or cumculum and instnictinn, a past-master’s certificzte i ~ .  educ&ona! sup~n~lsicn,  o: 3 fn:-p:&xsioi;a! ccitifiiatc in optenieiry or delltisky. 
Examples of certificate programs that are at least 2 years but less than 4 years in length include cosmetology, nursing, and electrician. 
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0 Four-year institutions offered more distance education degree programs than 2-year 
institutions, with private 4-year institutions offering 1 , 160 degree programs and public 4-year 
institutions offering 1,090 degree programs, compared with public 2-year institutions offering 
520 degree programs (table 9). 

Of the 1,090 distance education degree programs at public 4-year institutions, 410 (38 percent) 
were undergraduate degree programs and 680 (62 percent) were graduate/first-professional 
degree programs (table 9). For private 4-year institutions, 600 out of 1,160 (52 percent) were 
undergraduate degree programs and 560 (48 percent) were graduate/first-professional. 

Institutions reported a total of 1,330 college-level certificate programs that were designed to be 
completed totally through distance education courses (table 9). Of these, 850 (64 percent) were 
at the undergraduate level and 470 (35 percent) were at the graduate/first-professional level. 

For distance education certificate programs, about half were at the undergraduate level for both 
public 4-year institutions (220 out of 480 or 46 percent) and private 4-year institutions (200 out 
of 420 or 48 percent) (table 9). 

0 

0 

0 

Distance Education Technologies 

Institutions indicated the types of technology that were used as a primary mode of instructional 
delivery for distance education courses in the 12-month 2000-2001 academic year. The institutions also 
reported their plans for the next 3 years concerning the number of distance education courses expected to 
be offered using various technologies as the primary mode of instructional delivery. The types of 
technologies included two-way video with two-way audio (two-way interactive video), one-way video 
with two-way audio, one-way live video, one-way prerecorded video (including prerecbrded videotapes 
provided to students, and television broadcast and cable transmission using prerecorded video), two-way 
audio transmission (e.g., audio/phone conferencing), one-way audio transmission (including radio 
broadcast and prerecorded audiotapes provided to students), Internet courses using synchronous (i.e., 
simultaneous or “real time”) computer-based instruction (e.g., interactive computer conferencing or 
Interactive Relay Chat), Internet courses using asynchronous (i.e., not simultaneous) computer-based 
instruction (e.g., e-mail, listservs, and most World Wide Web-based courses), CD-ROM, multi-mode 
packages (i.e., a mix of technologies that cannot be assigned to a primary mode), and other technologies. 

Technologies Used in 2000-2001 

Among 2- and 4-year institutions offering distance education courses in 2000-2001, the 
Internet and two of the video technologies were most often used as primary modes of 
instructional delivery for distance educztion courses. The majority of these institutions (90 
percent) reported that they offered Internet courses using asynchronous computer-based 
instruction as a primary mode of instructional delivery (table 10). In addition, 51 percent 
reported using two-way video with two-way audio, 43 percent offered Internet courses using 
synchronous computer-based instruction, and 41 percent used one-way prerecorded video as a 
primary mode of instructional delivery for distance education courses.1o 

Twenty-nine percent of institutions offering distance education courses used CD-ROM as a 
primary mode of instructional delivery, and 19 percent of institutions used multi-mode 

0 

Percentages sum to more than 100 because institutions could use different types of technologies as primary modes of instructional delivery for 
different distance education courses. 
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' packages (table 10). The remaining technologies were used as a primary mode of instructional 
delivery by 3 to 1 1 percent of these institutions. 

Use of the various technologies as a primary mode of instructional delivery for distance 
education courses showed some variation by institutional type (table 10). For example, two- 
way video with two-way audio was used as a primary mode of instructional delivery more 
often by public 4-year (80 percent) than public 2-year (60 percent) or private 4-year institutions 
(22 percent), and by public 2-year more often than private 4-year institutions. Use of multi- 
mode packages followed this same pattern of differences. One-way prerecorded video showed 
a somewhat different pattern by institutional type. Public 2-year institutions were more likely 
to use one-way prerecorded video than were either public or private 4-year institutions (57 
percent compared with 40 percent and 24 percent), and public 4-year institutions were more 
likely to use this mode of delivery than were private 4-year institutions. Internet courses using 
synchronous computer-based instruction were more likely to be used as a primary mode of 
instructional delivery by public 4-year (55 percent) than by public 2-year (40 percent) or 
private 4-year institutions (3 5 percent), while Internet courses using asynchronous computer- 
based instruction were more likely to be used as a primary mode of delivery by public 2-year 
(95 percent) than by public 4-year (87 percent) or private 4-year institutions (86 percent). 

Plans for Use of Technologies 

Institutions that offered distance education in 2000-2001 or that planned to offer distance 
education in the next 3 years indicated their plans concerning the number of distance education courses 
that would be offered using the various technologies as a primary mode of instructional delivery. 

0 Eighty-eight percent of the institutions indicated plans to start using or increase the number of 
Internet courses using asynchronous computer-based instruction as a primary mode of 
instructional delivery for distance education courses (table 11). Sixty-two percent of 
institutions planned to start using or increase the number of Internet courses using synchronous 
computer-based instruction as a primary mode of delivery, 40 percent planned to start using or 
increase the number of courses using two-way video with two-way audio, 39 percent planned 
to start using or increase the number of courses using CD-ROMs, and 31 percent planned to 
start using or increase the number of courses using multi-mode packages. About a quarter (23 
percent) planned to start using or increase the number of courses using one-way prerecorded 
video. From 5 to 13 percent of institutions had plans to start using or increase the number of 
courses using the other listed technologies. 

Thirteen percent of institutions indicated that they planned to keep the same number of courses 
using two-way video with two-way audio, while 4 percent reported plans to reduce the number 
of courses with this technology (table 11). For one-way prerecorded video, a similar pattern 
was observed. Fifteen percent of institutions indicated that they planned to keep the same 
number of courses using one-way prerecorded video, and 6 percent planned to reduce the 
number of courses using this technology. 

Institutions that offered distance education in 2000-2001 were more likely than institutions that 
planned to start offering distance education in the next 3 years to indicate that they planned to 
start using or increase the number of courses using two-way video with two-way audio (43 
percent compared to 26 percent) and multi-mode packages (35 percent compared to 14 percent) 
(table 12). 

0 
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Participation in Distance Education Consortia 

Institutions indicated whether they participated in any type of distance educAtion consortia (a 
cooperative arrangement among institutions), and if so, the types of consortia in which they participated: 
system (e.g., within a single university system or community college district), state (i.e., within a single 
state), regional (i.e., multi-state), national, and international. 

0 Sixty percent of 2- and 4-year institutions that offered distance education courses in 2000-2001 
reported participating in some type of distance education consortium in 2002 (table 13). Of 
those institutions that participated in any consortia, 75 percent indicated that they participated 
in a state consortium and 50 percent participated in a system consortium (figure 6 and table 
13). 

Figure 6. Percent of 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree-granting institutions offering distance 
education courses in 2000-2001 that participate in various types of distance education 
consortia, by type of consortium: 2002 
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I00 

80 

60 

40 

20 

0 

75 

State ’ System Regional National International 
consortium consortium consortium consortium consortium 

NOTE: Percents are based on the 60 percent of institutions that participated in any distance education consortia. This question was asked in the 
present tense rather than refemng to 2000-2001, and thus the estimates reflect the responses of the institutions at the time the data were collected 
in spring 2002. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survev on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions. 2000-2001.” 2002. 
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0 Public 2-year institutions were more likely than public 4-year institutions, which in turn were 
more likely than private 4-year institutions to participate in a distance education consortium 
(83 percent, 68 percent, and 25 percent, respectively) (table 13). 

Participation in various types of consortia differed by institutional type. Participation in a 
system consortium was reported more often by public 4-year (62 percent) than by public 2-year 
(49 percent) or private 4-year institutions (30 percent), and more often by public 2-year than by 
private 4-year institutions (table 13). Participation in a state consortium was reported more 
often by public 2-year (87 percent) than by public 4-year (67 percent) or private 4-year (56 
percent) institutions, and by public 4-year more often than private 4-year institutions. Public 4- 
year institutions were more likely than public 2-year institutions to participate in regional 
consortia and international consortia (30 vs. 23 percent, and 9 vs. 2 percent, respectively). 
Participation in a national consortium was most likely to be reported by private 4-year 
institutions (37 percent) compared with public 4-year (20 percent) and public 2-year 
institutions (6 percent) and least likely to be reported by public 2-year institutions. 

The size of the institution was related to participation in distance education consortia. Large 
institutions were more likely to participate in distance education consortia than medium 
institutions, which in turn were more likely to participate than small institutions (78 percent, 67 
percent, and 48 percent, respectively) (table 13). Large institutions were more likely than 
medium institutions to participate in regional consortia (33 percent compared with 25 percent), 
and more likely than either medium or small institutions to participate in national consortia (21 
percent compared with 12 and 13 percent, respectively) or international consortia (9 percent 
compared with 3 and 3 percent, respectively). 

0 

0 

Accommodations for Students With Disabilities 

Institutions that offered distance education were asked to indicate how often in the last 3 years they 
had received requests to provide accommodations for students with disabilities in their distance education 
courses." In addition, institutions indicated the extent to which their web sites for distance education 
courses followed established accessibility guidelines or recommendations for users with disabilities (e.g., 
guidelinesh-ecommendations from the U.S. Department of Education or the World Wide Web 
Consortium). 

Requests to Provide Accommodations 

0 Forty-five percent of 2- and 4-year institutions that offered distance education courses in 2000- 
2001 had occasionally received requests in the last 3 years to provide accommodations for 
students with disabilities in distance education courses (table 14). Thirty-seven percent 
reported never receiving this type of request in the last 3 years, 15 percent did not know if they 
had received requests for accommodations, and 3 percent had received requests frequently. 

Public institutions were more likely than private institutions to occasionally receive requests to 
provide accommodations for students with disabilities in distance education courses. Fifty-two 
percent of public 2-year and 49 percent of public 4-year institutions reported occasionally 
receiving requests, compared with 35 percent of private 4-year institutions (table 14). About 
half (51 percent) of private 4-year institutions had never received requests for 
accommodations, compared with 29 and 30 percent of public 4-year and 2-year institutions. 

"Postsecondary institutions are required by law to provide reasonable accommodations to students with disabilities upon request by the student. 
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0 The likelihood of receiving requests to provide accommodations for students with disabilities 
in distance education courses increased with institutional size, with 59 percent of large, 49 
percent of medium, and 37 percent of small institutions reporting occasionally having received 
requests for accommodations in the last 3 years, while 48 percent of small, 32 percent of 
medium, and 18 percent of large institutions reported never receiving such requests in the last 3 
years (table 14). 

Web Site Accessibility 

0 Almost all (95 percent) of the 2- and 4-year institutions that offered distance education courses 
in 2000-2001 indicated that they had used web sites for their distance education courses (table 
15). Of the institutions that had used web sites for distance education courses, 18 percent 
indicated that they followed established accessibility guidelines or recommendation for users 
with disabilities to a major extent, 28 percent followed the guidelines to a moderate extent, 18 
percent followed the guidelines to a minor extent, 3 percent did not follow the guidelines at all, 
and 33 percent did not know if the web sites followed accessibility guidelines. 

Public institutions were more likely than private institutions to follow accessibility guidelines 
to a major extent. Twenty-two percent of public 4-year and 20 percent of public 2-year 
institutions followed these guidelines to a major extent, compared with 11 percent of private 4- 
year institutions (table 15). Private 4-year institutions indicated more often than either public 
2-year or public 4-year institutions that they did not know whether their web sites for distance 
education courses followed accessibility guidelines (42 percent vs. 28 and 23 percent, 
respectively). 

Large institutions were more likely than medium institutions, which in turn were more likely 
than small institutions to indicate that their web sites followed accessibility guidelines to a 
major extent (30 percent, 19 percent, and 12 percent, respectively) (table 15). The same pattern 
by institutional size was present for those that indicated the web sites followed accessibility 
guidelines to a moderate extent (37 percent, 32 percent, and 22 percent, respectively). 

0 

0 

Distance Education Program Goals 

Institutions that offered distance education were asked to report on the importance of various goals 
to their distance education program, and the extent to which the distance education program had met 
those goals it considered somewhat or very important. Goals included reducing the institution’s per- 
student costs, malung educational opportunities more affordable for students, increasing institution 
enrollments, increasing student access by reducing time constraints for course taking, increasing student 
access by making courses available at convenient locations, increasing the institution’s access to new 
audiences, improving the quality of course offerings, and meeting the needs of local employers. 

0 A majority of the institutions that offered distance education in 2000-2001 indicated that 
increasing student access in various ways were very important goals to their institution’s 
distance education program. Sixty-nine percent of the institutions that offered distance 
education courses indicated that increasing student access by making courses available at 
convenient locations was very important, and 67 percent reported that increasing access by 
reducing time constraints for course taking was very important (table 16). In addition, 36 
percent reported that malung educational opportunities more affordable for students, another 
aspect of student access, was a very important goal for their distance education program. 
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0 On issues related to institutional enrollment and cost, 65 percent of institutions offering 
distance education indicated that increasing the institution’s access to new audiences was very 
important, 60 percent reported that increasing the institution’s enrollments was very important, 
and 15 percent reported that reducing the institution’s per-student costs was very important 
(table 16). In addition, improving the quality of course offerings was considered to be an 
important goal by 57 percent of the institutions, and meeting the needs of local employers was 
rated as very important by 37 percent of the institutions. 

In general, institutions reported that most of the goals they considered to be important were 
being met to a moderate or major extent (table 16). Increasing student access by making 
courses available at convenient locations was reported to have been met to a major extent by 37 
percent of institutions that considered it an important goal, and increasing student access by 
reducing time constraints for course taking was reported to have been met to a major extent by 
32 percent of institutions that considered it an important goal. 

The importance of various goals varied by institutional type. Public 2-year institutions were 
more likely than either public or private 4-year institutions to report that the following goals 
were very important to their distance education program: making educational opportunities 
more affordable for students (46 percent compared with 36 and 26 percent), increasing student 
access by reducing time constraints for course talang (73 percent compared with 66 and 61 
percent), improving the quality of course offerings (66 percent vs. 53 and 53 percent,), and 
meeting the needs of local employers (50 percent vs. 3 1 and 27 percent) (table 17). In addition, 
public 2-year institutions were more likely than public 4-year institutions to report that 
increasing institution enrollments was a very important goal for their distance education 
program (64 percent vs. 58 percent). 

Institutions that reported that a particular goal was very important to their distance education 
program more often indicated that the goal had been met to a major extent compared with 
institutions that reported the goal was somewhat important, while institutions that reported a 
goal as somewhat important more frequently indicated that the goal had been met to a minor 
extent compared with institutions that rated the goal as very important (table 18). For example, 
of the institutions that indicated that increasing student access by reducing time constraints for 
course takmg was a very important goal, 43 percent had met that goal to a major extent, 
compared with 8 percent of institutions that indicated the goal was somewhat important. In 
contrast, 44 percent of institutions reporting that this was a somewhat important goal met the 
goal to a minor extent, compared with 15 percent that indicated the goal was very important. 

0 

0 

0 

Factors That Keep Institutions From Starting or Expanding Distance 
Education Offerings 

All institutions, including those with no future plans to offer distance education courses, were 
asked to rate the extent to which each of 15 factors was keeping them from starting or expanding their 
distance education course offerings. The response categories were “not at all,” “minor extent,” “moderate 
extent,” and “major extent.” These responses were then examined by distance education program status, 
that is, by whether an institution offered distance education courses, or whether the institution planned to 
offer these courses in the next 3 years. 

0 Institutions did not consider most of the listed factors to be keeping them from starting or 
expanding their distance education course offerings. For example, factors to which institutions 
frequently responded “not at all” included inability to obtain state authorization (86 percent), 
lack of sqport from instikitior, administrators (65 percent), reslrictive federai, state, or iocal 
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policies (65 percent), lack of fit with institution’s mission (60 percent), lack of access to library 
or other resources for instructional support (58 percent), interinstitutional issues (57 percent), 
legal concerns (57 percent), and lack of perceived need (55 percent) (table 19). 

Program development costs were perceived by 26 percent of institutions to be keeping them 
from starting or expanding distance education course offerings to a major extent (table 19). 
Other factors were reported as keeping the institution from starting or expanding distance 
education to a major extent by 1 percent to 17 percent of the institutions. 

Distance education program status was related to the extent to which some factors were 
perceived to be keeping institutions from starting or expanding their distance education course 
offerings. For institutions that did not plan to offer distance education in the next 3 years, 
factors perceived as keeping them from starting distance education to a major extent included 
lack of fit with the institution’s mission (44 percent), lack of perceived need (22 percent), 
program development costs (33 percent), limited technological infrastructure to support 
distance education (24 percent), and concerns about course quality (26 percent) (table 20). 
Except for program development costs, these factors were generally not perceived to be 
limiting the expansion of distance education courses to a major extent for institutions that 
offered distance education in 2000-2001, with 3 to 9 percent of institutions offering distance 
education reporting major extent ratings for these factors. Program development costs were 
perceived to be a factor limiting the expansion of distance education courses to a major extent 
by 22 percent of the institutions that offered distance education in 2000-2001. However, 
program development costs were perceived as a limiting factor to a major extent more often by 
institutions that did not plan to offer thanby institutions that offered distance education (33 
percent vs. 22 percent). 

0 

0 
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Tables of Estimates and Standard Errors 
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Table 1. Number and percentage distribution of 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree-granting 
institutions, by distance’ education program status and institutional type and size: 
2000-2001 

Institutional type and size 

Distance education program status 

Planned to offer distance 
education in the 

in 2000-2001 next 3 years next 3 years 

Did not offer in 2000-2001 
and did not plan to off& in the 

Number I Percent Number I Percent Number I Percent 

Total number 
of institutions , 

Offered distance education 

All institutions ....................... 4,130 2,320 56 510 12 1,290 31 

Institutional type 

Public 2-year ........................... 1,070 960 90 50 5 50 5 
Private 2-year .......................... 640 100 16 150 23 400 62 
Public 4-year ........................... 620 550 89 20 3 50 8 
Private 4-year .......................... 1,800 710 40 290 16 790 44 

Size of institution 

Less than 3,000 ........................ 2,840 . 1,160 41 460 16 1220 43 
3,000 to 9,999 .......................... 870 770 88 50 5 60 7 
10,OOO or more ........................ 420 400 95 10 2 10 2 

NOTE: Percentages are based on the estimated 4,130 2-year and 4-year Title IV-eligible, degree-granting institutions in the nation. Detail may 
not sum to totals because of rounding. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Hiaer Education Institutions, 2000-2001,” 2002. 
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Table la. Standard errors of the number and percentage distribution of 2-year and 4-year Title 
IV degree-granting institutions, by distance education program status and institutional 
type and size: 2000-2001 

Total number 
of institutions 

Institutional type and size 

Distance education program status 

Planned to offer distance 
education in the 

next 3 years 

Did not offer in 2000-2001 
and did not plan to offer in 

the next 3 years 

Offered distance education 
in 2000-2001 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

All institutions ....................... 22.7 54.4 1.2 27.6 0.7 46.6 1.2 

Institutional type 

Public 2-year ........................... 11.2 17.4 2.0 13.2 1.2 16.2 1.5 
Private 2-year .......................... 11.7 21.0 3.2 22.6 3.3 28.9 5.0 
Public 4-year ........................... 4.2 10.9 1.9 5.7 0.9 9.7 1.5 
Private 4-year .......................... 19.0 40.3 2.2 30.4 1.7 35.2 2.0 

Size of institution 

Less than 3,000 ........................ 22.6 53.9 1.7 30.1 1 .o 46.6 1.8 
3,000 to 9,999 .......................... 8.7 8.2 1.2 8.9 1 .o 7.3 0.8 

........................ # # # # 10,OOO or more 0.1 0.1 # .  

# Rounds to zero. 
NOTE: Standard errors are computed on unrounded numbers. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 2000-2001,” 2002. 
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Table 2. Percent of 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree-granting institutions that offered distance 
education courses, by institutional type and size: 2001-02 

Institutional type and size 

I Percent of institutions 
offering any distance 

education courses 
in 2001-02 

All institutions ............................................................................................................................................... 59 

Institutional type 

Public 2-year ................................................................................................................................................... 
Private 2-year ............... 
Public 4-year ................ 
Private 4-year ............... ...................................... 

Size of institution 

Less than 3,000 ................................................................................................................................................ 
3,000 to 9,999 .................................................................................................................................................. 

92 
16 
91 
44 

44 
90 

10,OOO or more ................................................................................................................................................ 97 

NOTE: Based on the estimated 4,130 2-year and 4-year Title IVeligible, degree-granting institutions in the nation. 
SOURCE: US. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 2000-2001,” 2002. 
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Table 2a. Standard errors of the percent of 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree-granting 
institutions that offered distance education courses, by institutional type and size: 
2001-02 

Percent of institutions 

Institutional type and size 
offering any distance 

education courses 
I in 2001-02 

1.4 All institutions ............................................................................................................................................... 

Institutional type 

Public 2-year .................................... ............................................... 
Private 2-year ................................................................... ............................................... 

Private 4-year .................................................................................................................................................. 
....................................................................... 

Size of institution 

Less than 3,000 ................................................................................................................................................ 
3,000 to 9,999 .................................................................................................................................................. 

1.8 
2.5 
1.6 
2.7 

2.0 
0.9 

# 10,OOO or more ................................................................................................................................................ 
# Rounds to zero. 
SOURCE: US. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 2000-2001,” 2002. 
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Table 3. Total number of 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree-granting institutions, and the number 
and percent of institutions that offered distance education courses, by level of 
institutional offerings: 2000-2001 

Level of institutional offerings 

~ ~~~~ 

Offered college-level, credit-granting distance education courses 
Total 

number of 
institutions 

Offered any distance Undergraduate Graduatelfirst- 
education courses Courses at either level courses professional courses 

Number I Percent’ Number I Percent’ Number I Percent’ Number I Percent’ 

All institutions ....................... 4,130 2,320 56 2,280 55 1,980 48 890 22 

programs .................................. 3,810 2,170 57 2,150 57 1,980 52 760 ’ 20 
Institutions with undergraduate 

Institutions with graduatelfirst- 

‘Percentages are based on the total number of institutions in that row. 
NOTE: The numbers of institutions with undergraduate or graduatelfirst-professional programs donot sum to all institutions since many 
institutions have both levels of offerings. Information about whether an institution has undergraduate or graduatdfirst-professional programs 
(either on campus or distance education) is based on the 2000 Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System “Institutional Characteristics” 
file. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 2000-2001,” 2002. 

professional programs .............. 1,700 1,080 63 1,050 62 7 50 44 880 52 
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Table 3a. Standard errors of the total number of 2-year and 4-year Title IV, degree-granting 
institutions, and of the number and percent of institutions that offered distance 
education courses, by level of institutional offerings: 2000-2001 

~~ ~ ~~~~ ~ 

Total 
number of 

institutions . 

Offered any distance 
education courses 

Number I Percent 

Level of institutional offm’ngs 

Offered college-level, credit-granting distance education courses 

Undergraduate Graduatdfirst- 
Courses at either level courses professional courses 

Number 1 Percent Number 1 Percent Number I Percent 

All institutions ....................... 22.7 54.4 1.2 60.3 1.3 49.4 1.1 38.0 0.9 

Institutions with undergraduate 
pro grams .................................. 24.0 45.5 1.1 46.7 I .2 49.2 I .3 25.5 0.7 

Institutions with graduatdfirst- 

NOTE: Standard errors are computed on unrounded numbers. 
SOURCE: US. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 200&2001,” 2002. 

professional programs .............. 33.5 37.7 2.4 41.3 2.5 28.1 2 .o 38.9 2.3 
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Table 4. Number of 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree-granting institutions that offered distance 
education courses, total enrollment in all distance education courses, and enrollment in 
college-level, credit-granting distance education courses, by institutional type and sue: 
2000-2001 

Institutional type and size 

Number of enrollments in college-level, 
Number Of number Of credit-granting distance education courses 

institutions that enrollments in 
offered distance all distance 

Total number of Enrollments in 

institutions education Enrollment in Enrollments in graduate/ 
courses courses at both undergraduate first-professional 

levels courses courses 

education 

Less than 3,000 .................. 2,840 1,160 486,000 460,000 368,000 91,000 
3,000 to 9,999 .................... 870 770 1,171,000 1,132,000 932,000 197,000 
10,000 or more ................... 420 400 1,420,ooO 1,284,000 1,049,000 222,000 

$Reporting standards not met. 
‘Data for private 2-year institutions are not reported in a separate category because too few private 2-year institutions in the sample offered 
distance education courses in 2000-2001 to make reliable estimates. Data for private 2-year institutions are included in the totals and in analyses 
by other institutional characteristics. 
’Two-year branches of public 4-year institutions occasionally offer graduatdfirst-professional level courses. 
NOTE: Enrollments may include duplicated counts of students, since institutions were instructed to count a student enrolled in multiple courses 
for each course in which he or she was enrolled. Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding, missing data, or because too few cases were 
reported for a reliable estimate for private 2-year institutions. (See appendix A for details.) 
SOURCE: US. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 200&2001,” 2002. 
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Table 4a. Standard errors of the number of 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree-granting 
institutions that offered distance education courses, of the total enrollment in all 
distance education courses, and of enrollment in college-level, credit-granting distance 
education courses, by institutional type and size: 2000-2001 

number Of 

enrollments in 
all distance 

education 
Institutional type and size 

Number of enrollments in college-level, 
credit-granting distance education courses 

Enrollments in 

Enrollment in Enrollments in graduate/ 
courses at both undergraduate first-professional 

levels courses courses 

Total number of 
institutions 

All institutions ................. 22.7 

Institutional type 

Public 2-year ...................... 11.2 
Public 4-year ...................... 4.2 
Rivate 4-year ..................... 19.0 

Size of institution 

Less than 3,000 .................. 22.6 
3,000 to 9,999 .................... 8.7 

~ 

Number of 
institutions that 
offered distance 

education 
courses 

54.4 

17.4 
10.9 
40.3 

53.9 
8.2 
0.1 

32,568.7 31,732.9 3 1,776.1 t 
25,027.8 25,485.8 15,639.0 14,130.7 
46,425.9 44,127.6 29,767.6 24,387.6 

45,737.6 43,809.1 35933.7 15,799.7 
41,500.5 41,371.7 31,619.2 23,678.8 

10,000 or mo re... ................ 0. I 649.7 649.7 649.7 # 

$ Reporting standards not met. 
# Rounds to zero. 

NOTE: Standard errors are computed on unrounded numbers. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 2000-2001,” 2002. 
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Table 5. Percentage distribution of 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree-granting institutions 
offering distance education courses, by enrollment in distance education courses and 
type of course: 2000-2001 

All distance education courses 
Enrollments in distance education courses 

distance education courses 

Percentage distribution of institutions by enrollments in: 

College-level, credit-granting 

0’ .............................................................................................................. 
~~~ 

........................................................................... 

t 
22 
30 
16 
17 

1 
23 
30 
16 
16 

More than 2,500 ....................................................................................... 15 14 

t Not applicable. 
‘One percent of the institutions that offered distance education courses did not offer college-level, credit-granting distance education courses. 
NOTE: Percentages are based on the estimated 2,320 institutions that offered any distance education courses in 200&2001. Enrollments may 
include duplicated counts of students, since institutions were instructed to count a student enrolled in multiple courses for each course in which he 
or she was enrolled. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 2000-2001,” 2002. 
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Table 5a. Standard errors of the percentage distribution of 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree- 
granting institutions offering distance education courses, by enrollment in distance 
education courses and type of course: 2000-2001 

Enrollments in distance education courses 
Percentage distribution of institutions by enrollments in: 

I College-level, credit-granting 
All distance education courses 

........................ 

............................................ 

........................................................... 

distance education courses 

t 
1.9 
1.7 
1 .o 
I .O 

0.4 
1.9 
1.6 
1 .o 
0.9 

More than 2,500 ....................................................................................... 0.6 0.6 

t Not applicable. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 2000-2001,” 2002. 
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Table 6. Number of 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree-granting institutions that offered distance 
education courses, total number of different distance education courses, and the number 
of different college-level, credit-granting distance education courses, by institutional type 
and size: 2000-2001 

Institutional type and size 
Total number of 

institutions 

All institutions ................. 4,130 

Institutional type' 

Public 2-year ...................... 1,070 
Public 4-year ...................... 620 
Private 4-year ..................... 1,800 

Size of institution 

.................. Less than 3,000 2,840 
3,000 to 9,999 .................... 870 

Number of 
institutions that 
offered distance 

education 
courses 

2,320 

960 
550 
710 

1,160 
770 
4131) 

distance 

courses levels courses courses 

127,400 118,100 89,600 27,500 

55,900 51,000 50,900 1002 
43,100 40,700 22,000 17,600 
26,500 24,700 14,900 9,800 

34,600 33,200 26,800 6,500 
52,300 47.200 37,300 9,300 

1 0,OOO or more.. ................. 420 40,500 37,800 25,600 11,800 

'Data for private 2-year institutions are not reported in a separate category because too few private 2-year institutions in the sample offered 
distance education courses in 2000-2001 to make reliable estimates. Data for private 2-year institutions are included in the totals and in analyses 
by other institutional characteristics. 
*Two-year branches of public 4-year institutions occasionally offer graduatdfirst-professional level courses. 
NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding, missing data, or because too few cases were reported for a reliable estimate for private 
2-year institutions. (See appendix A for details.) 
SOURCE: US. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
"Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 2000-2001," 2002. 
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Table 6a. Standard errors of the number of 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree-granting 
institutions that offered distance education courses, of the total number of different 
distance education courses, and of the number of different college-level, credit-granting 
distance education courses, by institutional type and size: 2000-2001 

Institutional type and size 

I Number of 
institutions that 
offered distance 

education 

Total number of 
institutions 

courses 

All institutions ................. 22.7 54.4 

Institutional type 

Public 2-year ...................... 11.2 17.4 
Public 4-year ...................... 4.2 10.9 
Private 4-year ..................... 19.0 40.3 

Size of institution 

Less than 3,000 .................. 22.6 53.9 
3,000 to 9,999 .................... 8.7 8.2 

Total number of 
different 

Number of different college-level, 
credit-granting distance education courses offered 

Graduatdfirst- 
a-h~cation Courses at both Undergraduate professional 

distance courses 1 levels 1 courses I courses 

2,736.0 2,838.9 2,217.6 1,290.4 

1,621.4 1,603.3 1,616.9 59.5 

2,029.2 1,944.4 1,530.1 937.7 
1,709.3 1,751.2 1,052.3 910.2 

2,397.0 2,459.6 2,017.5 858.8 
1,388.5 1,497.3 1,005.6 963.1 

1 0,OOO or more.. ................. 0.1 0.1 15.6 15.6 15.6 # 

# Rounds to zero. 
NOTE: Standard errors are computed on unrounded numbers. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 2000-2001,” 2002. 
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Table 7. Percentage distribution of 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree-granting institutions 
offering distance education courses, by the number of distance education courses offered 
and type of course: 2000-2001 

All distance education courses 

Number of distance education courses 
distance education courses 

Percentage distribution of institutions by type of courses offered 

College-level, credit-granting 

0’ ............................................................................................................. 

1 1-30 ....................................................................................................... 

51-100 ..................................................................................................... 

t 
27 
25 
15 
19 

1 
27 
25 
16 
18 

More than 100 ......................................................................................... 15 14 

t Not applicable. 
‘One percent of the institutions that offered distance education courses did not offer college-level, credit-granting distance education courses. 
NOTE Percentages are based on the estimated 2,320 institutions that offered any distance education courses in 2000-2001. If a course had 
multiple sections or was offered multiple times during the academic year, institutions were instructed to count it as only one course. Detail may 
not sum to totals because of rounding. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 2000-2001,” 2002. 
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Table 7a. Standard errors of the percentage distribution of 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree- 
granting institutions offering distance education courses, by the number of distance 
education courses offered and type of course: 2000-2001 

Number of distance education courses 

~~ I ~ Percentage distribution of institutions by type of courses offered 

College-level, credit-granting 
distance education courses All distance education courses 

1-10 .......................................................................................................... 
...................................................................... 
...................................................................... 

......................................... 

t 
1.4 
1.3 
I .o 
1 .o 

0.4 
1.4 
1.3 
1 .o 
1 .o 

More than 100 .......................................................................................... 0.6 0.6 

f Not applicable. 
SOURCE: U S .  Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Highher Education Institutions, 2000-2001,’’ 2002. 
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Table 8. Percent of all 2-year and 4-year Title IV degree-granting institutions offering any 
distance education courses, and the percent that had college-level degree or certificate 
programs designed to be completed totally through distance education, by institutional 
type and size: 2000-2001 

Degree programs 

Graduate/ 
Under- first- 

Degree graduate professional 
programs at degree degree 
either level’ programs’ programs4 

Programs designed to be completed totally through distance education I 
Certificate programs 

Graduate/ 
Under- first- 

Certificate graduate professional 
programs at certificate certificate 
either level’ program’ programs4 

I I Any college-level degree 

education 
courses’ 

Offered any or certificate programs 
Institutional type and I d i s t a n c e 1 7  Institutions 

with 
distance 

All education 
institutions’ courses’ 

size 

All institutions ......... 56 19 34 30 21 35 16 12 13 

Institutional type’ 

............. Public 2-year 90 22 25 20 20 t 15 15 t 

Rivate 4-year ............ 40 14 36 33 19 28 14 10 10 
............. Public 4-year 89 47 53 48 28 43 25 13 18 

Size of institution 

Less than 3,000 .......... 41 11 27 22 16 21 12 11 6 
3,000 to 9,999 ............ 88 32 37 34 25 38 14 12 12 
10,OOO or more .......... 95 49 51 47 27 57 30 16 30 

t Not applicable for 2-year institutions. 
’Based on the estimated 4,130 2-year and 4-year Title IV-eligible, degree-granting institutions in the nation. 
’Based on the estimated 2,320 institutions that offered any distance education courses in 2-2001. 
’Based on the estimated 2,170 institutions that had undergraduate programs and that offered any distance education courses in 2000-2001. 
4Based on the estimated 1,080 institutions that had graduate or first-professional programs and that offered any distance education courses in 
2000-2001. 
’Data for private 2-year institutions are not reported in a separate category because too few private 2-year institutions in the sample offered 
distance education courses in 2000-2001 to make reliable estimates. Data for private 2-year institutions are included in the totals and in analyses 
by other institutional characteristics. 
NOTE: Although 2-year institutions do not offer graduate degrees, they sometimes offer individual graduate courses. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Postsecondary Education Quick Information System, 
“Survey on Distance Education at Higher Education Institutions, 2000-2001,” 2002. 
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